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UPTURN IN REAL ESTATE 
11 properties sold in Karamea District 

The Whisper reports there have been up to 11 
properties sold in the district in the last three 
months; a huge upturn in the local real estate 
market.  Local realtors feel that increase is due 
to a few factors.  West Coast was seeing an 
increased first-time home buyer and increased 
investor interest from Canterbury and North 
Island; possibly due to the time limit on LVR 
(loan to value ratio) the Reserve Bank will be 
tightening by end of year; and people wanting to 
take advantage of the lower LVR before the 
increase.  House prices across NZ have hit a 
record high.  West Coast is one of the cheapest 
places to build in the country; with Wellington 
second cheapest. Paradise may be discovered! 
 
PROPERTY SOLD IN THE CBD 
Eco Investments has officially purchased the 
former community hall/Saracen's Cafe/Bush 
Lounge this past month. After years of watching 
the old hall slowly crumble (built in 1914); there 
will be a new evolution of this central space in 
Market Cross. Tony Ibbotson plans to clean up 
property and make three to four retail sites that 
could be rented. He is making all cafe 
equipment and crockery available to the 
upcoming cafe that Vinnie Dunstan plans to 
open across the street at Global Gypsy. Eco 
Investments is also purchasing a new espresso 
machine for Dunstan's future cafe. Ibbotson has 
been discussing the possibility and feasibility of 
opening part as a movie theatre again. Mark 
Christensen who owns the State Theatre in 
Nelson, at one time owned this old community 
hall and ran the movie theatre in the late 80's. 
Ibbotson has been consulting with Christensen 
about the possibility of doing a 20 to 30 seat 
movie theatre again and consider the space as 
venue for live performances. He has also offered 
the space for Saturday Market Day to utilise 
inside and outside.  Dunstan's cafe is in a  
 

 
POOL FUNDING UPDATE 

Alwyn Gourley informed The Whisper that 
the Pool Committee has received a quote 
from contractors and will have to raise an 
additional $50,000 for completion of pool 
overhaul.  That brings the total to $160,000 
to sandblast and fibreglass pool.  Special 
scaffolding needed for health and safety 
regs and accommodation costs have driven 
the price up.  Karamea Area school will put 
money in and the committee is applying for 
funds with Lotteries and West Coast 
Development Fund.  Unfortunately, that will 
not be decided on until December; which 
means no new pool for summer.  Sigh. 
However, the pool will open for the summer 
months with endless volunteer hours 
bandaging the leaks till we can get the 
funding to complete the job! Thanks Alwyn 
and Johnny and pool committee! 
 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

Little Wanganui Hall Annual 

Whitebaiters Ball 
Labour Weekend 22 October  

From 7pm 
Supper provided, Cash bar, spot 

prizes 
$20 adults, $10 children 
Dance the night away with 

Greymouth’s  
SOUL KITCHEN  

Grooovy, Bluesy, Funky, Soulful Rock, 
for your earholes 

Come on out and enjoy the fun! No Lies! 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

Karamea council seat giveth then taketh away! 
The results were in, votes counted and our 
representatives seemingly chosen. Bronwyn 
Anderson had clinched the Seddon Ward seat 
and was to attend her first council meeting on 
Monday, which she did. Two days later, she 
was called to be told that the Seddon Ward 
had another 47 papers received on Saturday 
they “missed“ (stuck in between the bills and 
such) and one special vote to count which 
consequently meant Ms Anderson was 
defeated by a painstaking FOUR VOTES. 
Electoral officer John Rodger said every Buller 
vote was subject to two counts; which made 
BDC turn over the seat to Martin Hill.  A 
recount was an option but would incur a 
deposit of $750 to the electoral officer.  Not 
only is this a huge personal blow for Ms 
Anderson but our entire community at large.  It 
is a really sad day; as Rosalie Sampson was 
quoted, for the first time ever; we have no 
representative from this area on the BDC.  In 
2007 Seddon district lost one of their three 
seats due to dwindling population.  Now BDC 
are considering adding a representative for 
south of Carters Beach to Punakaiki.  We here 
at The Whisper think it all stinks. Four votes 
was the difference between having a voice or 
not, and as a community we have chosen to 
let the opportunity to have our say slip by. 
Shame on us. Well done those who voted, and 
those that did not may this be a lesson for the 
future. 

South Terrace Weather 

Station 

Rainfall Summary  

July               303mm 

                        Aug              142mm 

                        Sept              256mm                  Expect 
slightly warmer temps and average rainfall. 
Forecast for summer is a neutral or La Nina  season; 
which La Nina equates a drought season with 
slightly above average temps.   

It works to advertise with us.  Your first ad is 



...CBD continued from page one… 
 
holding pattern awaiting council to allow the use 
of public toilets temporarily for the cafe. Reefton 
was given a 12-month dispensation to their local 
cafe when they opened to use their public toilets 
until they built their own toilets. “Buller District 
Council wants to promote Karamea but they 
keep putting up these blockages; Karamea is 
being pushed back when we are trying to get 
ahead. It's frustrating. It's bullshit”.  
 

 
 Bakers Creek Auto 

7826 802 
For all your general servicing, repairs, tyres 

 
Mike's Tip of the Week: 

Please put rat bait under your bonnet if leaving 
car for a long period. They love electrical wires! 

 
Chain bar oil $6 a litre 

Wiper blades $7 fitted anytime 
 
******************************************************* 
 

LITTLE WANGANUI SOCIAL CLUB

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

MELBOURNE CUP 1 NOVEMBER 
FANCY HAT COMPETITION 

WHITEBAITERS BBQ* 12 NOVEMBER 
ALL WELCOME 

BRING SALAD, SOCIAL CLUB PROVIDES 
MEATS, ETC 

CHRISTMAS PARTY SOCIAL CLUB *17 
DECEMBER 

WITH THE TONY JOHNSON MILITIA HEADS 
DOWN TO INVADE KARAMEA FOR A 

CHRISTMAS CRUISE 
11AM MUSTER AT LIL WANG HOTEL 

 
WEDNESDAY QUIZ NIGHTS 
THURSDAY CHINESE NIGHT 

SUNDAY ROAST  
7826 752 

Closing date for applications for West 
Coast Community Trust:  31 October. 

www.wccomtrust.org.nz 
 
    Don’t be shy!  Tell us what 

you think! 
www.facebook.com/thewhispernews 

PO box 15 
Karamea 

 
KARAMEANS ASK:   

What are your views on the loss of the 
Seddon ward council seat for Karamea? 

 
Anita Franken:  Pissed off and disappointed. 
We will not have a voice in any decision in 
this district.  We will be looked over. 
Elaine Reid We want Bronny! We want 
Bronny!  
Anonymous:  Non-event for me.  I didn’t 
know anybody and so not my place to vote. 
Couldn’t be bothered.  
Barry Chalmers:  I am really pissed off.  It's 
Karamea's fault; if everyone voted we would 
have had the vote.  Because now we do not 
have a voice for Karamea.  Maybe we 
should talk about a Northern Buller seat. 
Julie Pratt: Pretty much gutted. A real 
shame. We need to be represented. 
 
 

Bad officials are elected by good citizens 
who do not vote.—George Jean Nathan 

_______________________________
_ 
____________________________________________
_ 

Local Boy Comes Back to Lil 

Wanganui 

Bill Horncastle has purchased the Little 
Wanganui Hotel, with plans to rejuvenate 
this village pub and keep this community 
hub alive.  He is presently in the midst of 
resource consents for renovations; so 
details of his plans will be public once he 
gets through these hurdles.  Bill grew up in 
Little Wanganui; left Karamea Area School 
at 16 to do a builders apprenticeship.  From 
there succeeded in creating a housing 
company, Horncastle Homes.  He also owns 
the 1000 acre “big hill” across the river 
which is fenced and has wild deer for 
hunting.  Bill has been concerned about this 
small area which Little Wanganui Hotel has 
been the community hub. If that closed; it 
would be cutting off the community .  “When 

free.  www.facebook.com/thewhispernews 
PO box 15, Karamea 

 

Lonely Hearts by 
 
Mature mother of 4 seeking middle aged man to supply 
financial security and special attention after dark. 
____________________________________ 
Let yourself go a bit lately? Loosing the battle of the 
bulge? Perfect… Cheeky chubby chaser looking for 
lovely jubbly lady to fulfill all his dreams. Will cook, 
clean and treat you like a queen. All you need to do is 
answer this ad then sit back and relax. 
_____________________________________ 
Shy guy looking for friends and fun. Got some baggage 
so potential ladies must be patient and willing to help 
drag my bags. :) 
__________________________________ 
Lost soul looking for some loving, run out of Tinder 
matches so decided to go back to the old school and 
advertise like it's 1995. larger than life fella recently 
single looking seeking good time girl for fun and maybe 
something more. Don't be shy, send me a reply. 
____________________________________ 
I’m a woman in my 40s and have decided I don't need no 
man to love me.. But I still get a little lonely so am 
looking to fill this void with cats. If anybody has any 
spare cats get in touch as I'm looking to adopt ALL the 
cats. I need a lot of love!  
 

Would you like to add your Lonely Hearts ad? 
www.facebook.com/thewhispernews 
Or by snail mail: PO box 15, Karamea 

 

 
71 Waverley Street  

PO Box 42, Karamea, New Zealand  
Phone +64-3-782-6617  

Fax +64-3-782-6820  
Freephone 0800-505-042  
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 Karamea Fit Yoga 
Complete mind-body workout 

Release your stress, rejuvenate and Strengthen 
your body.  

Vinyasa and Hatha yoga with Pilates elements 
Tuesday and Friday mornings 9AM-10AM 

*coming soon evening classes* 
@Karamea Fire Station 

Try your first session for FREE 
$10 Casual 

11 sessions for $60 
Julie Pratt 0274 619 962 

 
 

 
Saturday 22 October 

At the old Saracen’s Cafe 
*During Saturday Market* 

All proceeds go to the Karamea  
St. John Cadets 

Come grab a bargain! 
 

$100 Meat Packet Prize! 

Need a new name for the old community 
hall/aka Saracen’s cafe. Place your idea 
in the box provided at the garage sale!   

 
 
 
 
 
 

I lived here, there were about 20 houses; 
today there are over 100 with houses dotted  
 
...Horncastle Continued from page two... 
 
all over the area like Wangapeka valley and 
the subdivision, etc.  This operation is my 
way of giving back to the community.  It is 
also up to the community to support it by 
bringing your family and friends.  We need 
our community hub in Little Wanganui”. 
Wayne and Andrea Eggers continue to 
manage hotel through the transformation; so 
watch this space!  
_______________________________
_ 

KARAMEA HARDWARE 
For all your whitebaiting needs! 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Karamea Arts Council wants to remind folks  
To get your paints out and prepare for the 

 
Karamea  

ANNUAL ART 
EXHIBITION 

2 - 12 March 2017 
Last Resort Cafe 

Mark your calendars! 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Hazel Wilkinson 
 XXI 

  Happy birthday! 

Netball Awards 2016 
Senior Prize winners 
Player of the Year- Sami James 
Players player tied- Laylah Galway and 
Stephanie Hislop 
Most Improved- Olive McClintock 
Most Committed- Laylah Galway 
Encouragement- Jessie May White 
Barkman 
Most Consistent- tie 
Stephanie Hislop and Analese Hislop 
Junior Prize winners 
Player of the year- Kiera Higgs plus Magic 
shirt 
Most Consistent- Tayla Johnson 
Most Promising- Vika Bobrovskyy 
Most Conscientious- Kayla Hoffman 
Most Outstanding- Libby Tavinor 
Most Improved- Ebony Manning 
Players player award- Lara Exton 
Rebecca Galway gets a Magic shirt for 
being Captain 
 
Thank you to coaches and drivers for this 
great season! 
---------------------------------- 
 
  

Did you know; that flax was the 
first export industry of New 

Zealand? 
 
 

Karamea Centennial Museum 
May be opened upon request 

Summer hours weds to sat 1-4pm’ 
 

Karamea Library hours 
Monday 10:30-12:30 
Wednesday 1:30-3:30 

Saturday 10:30- 12:30 
 

Karamea Dump hours 
Weds, fri sun 9 - 1 pm 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



Karamea River 
As with most other years Karamea river has 

been largely uneventful apart from the inevitable 
historical squabbling over proprietal rights and 
jostling for the best position. Although they are 

all grown adults they still required a JP to try and 
resolve the squabbles going on at Maori point. 

Sources say not much is being caught along the 
Karamea.  “I am not getting rich, but I‘m not 

going hungry”, a baiter told us on his way home. 
Everyone has their own justification for their 

empty buckets but at the end of the day you just 
can't catch something that isn't there… unless of 

course its a cold. 
 

 
TIDES THIS WEEK 
Karamea River Mouth 
Date        Sunrise      low            high 
Sunset 
10/19      6:36           7:00a     1:13p     3.4 
7:57 
10/20      6:35          7:51a      2:05p     3.2 
7:58 

Fightbait Times 
October 2016 

 
Granite Creek/Blackwater 

As per usual this season has had its fair 
share of live local drama with more drama 
than the Trump and Hillary debates. The 
Local sheriff had to be called in several 

times to resolve threats, a punch or two, a 
machete wielding incident, an escaped net 

floating downriver only to be reunited with its 
rightful owner due to the kindness of a fellow 

fisherman.  The baiters are being quiet on 
their returns right now.  Makes one wonder 

how well they are doing up front.  
These two rivers have quite the cut throat 
reputation but not everyone out there is a 
pirate.  One friendly Fisher shared with us 
today that a baby eel is called an Elver and 

occasionally one sees an “elven of eels” 
pass by. We love an old wives/sailors tale 

and as this one goes, when you see an 
Elven pass by you know they are  leading 
them up and the bait won't be far behind. 

 

Out of curiosity: 
We here at The Whisper were curious 
as to why we are still measuring and 
selling our catches in pounds when 
everywhere else on the coast and 

seemingly in the country is using the 
metric system to measure their 

catches? It would seem the answer is 

Little Wanganui river  

The only catches that have been shared have 
been on the Little Wanganui.  Early on we 

heard of a 50 lb catch; and recently a lil lass 
SCOOPED 41 lb all by herself!  That wanker in 

his boat is still patrolling the river… just after 
last week having a close call when he 

upturned his vessel and became trapped 
underneath for a period of time. Thankfully he 
made it out and now has another harrowing 
story of his time on the river. Apart from that 
nothing of note from the Southernmost of the 
Karamea rivers. Only the usual light banter 

thrown about in the pub. 

 Oparara 

Its a tough but to crack up there as everybody 
keeps very tight lipped north of the Karamea. 

However it would seem that there is nothing of 
significance to report on from the Oparara. 



10/21      6:33          8:46a      3:03p      3.0 
7:59 
10/22      6:32          9:48a       4:10p     2.9 
8:00 
10/23     6:30         10:58a      5:22p     2.7 
8:02 
10/24     6:29         12:09p      6:33p     2.7 
8:04 
10/25     6:27           1:16p       7:07a     2.7 
8:05 
                                                             7:37p    2.8 
10/26      6:26         2:14p        8:06a     2.8 
8:06 
 
  
 

 
K.S.A (Karamea Swinger's Annon) regrets to 

inform those in the know that we will be 
cancelling our next meeting due to a possible 

outbreak of whitebait fever. We can't be sure but 
due to its highly contagious nature we cannot 
take the risk. Sorry to those who were looking 

forward to our usual “knees up”. Keep your eyes 
peeled for details on our next event. A wee 

heads up… Santa knows who's been naughty 
and who's been nice. 

pretty simple. We are just a bit old 
school. Maybe slightly resistant to 

change. When probed one local was 
quoted as saying. “When Whanganui 

was adding the H to their name a 
journalist called to ask if we would also 
be adding an H to our name. His reply 

was simply. We still measure our 
whitebait in pounds. What do you 

think?” Pretty much sums up this place. 
Don't ever change. 

 
How do you make a patty? 

● One egg white, parsley, lemon  
● Dash of Edmonds Scone mix 
● Fry it with beef grease 
● Serve with mint sauce 
● Head to Whitebaiters Ball for 

the best patties ever! 
 

Nobody is moaning but nobody is sporting any 
smug grins to the jury is out so far this year. 
Are they lingering longer after tides due to 

there being nothing in the bucket or due to the 
bucket being close to full and wanting to 

squeeze every last opportunity to cash in? Got 
to watch out for the quiet ones.   

FURTHER SOUTH OF HOKITIKA 

Reports that “the only thing running down here 
are DoC chasing whitebaiters”.  They said the 

sea is not tame at the moment and that the 
only thing they seem to be catching is 

cockabillies.  Who is telling the truth in this 
season??? 

 
To live outside the law you must be 

honest.—Bob Dylan, 
Nobel Laureate, Literature 2016  

 

 


