
 

Changes at the Karamea recycling and waste disposal facility  

Council wishes to inform Karamea residents that the following changes now apply at the Karamea 
Transfer Station. 

1. Smart Environmental Official Council bags 
Official Council bags will not be accepted at Karamea disposal facility.  Karamea residents are advised 
to use a generic single black rubbish bag up to 60L to dispose their rubbish. The charge per 60L bag is 
$5.80. 

2. Recycling changes  
Due to the limited infrastructure for recycling inside New Zealand, especially for plastics, the Buller 
recycling system will only accept plastics #1, #2 and #5. These are the only plastics that can be 
processed within New Zealand. They must be rinsed clean and lids need to be removed. Clear plastics 
like soda and water bottles or mayonnaise containers are examples of plastics that will accepted. All 
other plastics will need to be disposed of as refuse in rubbish bags.  

Council encourages residents to check the numbers on packaging so that you can make an informed 
decision about the impact of your purchase on the environment. Unless the plastic you buy is labelled 
1 ,2, or 5 its heading to landfill.  understand the impact of your purchase on landfills and recycling   

Paper and cardboard continue to be accepted if they are clean. They must be bigger than an envelope 
for the sorting team to treat them effectively. This means till receipts, shredded paper, coffee cups, 
toilet rolls or other small items are not recycled.  

Aluminium or tins will be accepted as they are reusable. However, they must be rinsed and cleaned 
for the waste plant to compact them for shipment.  

Buller District Council appreciates many residents in the Karamea area already actively minimise the 
solid waste they produce and recycle where possible on their properties. Council encourages all 
residents to reduce waste and follow local 
recycling rules. Local participation is key to 
minimise material that cannot be recycled inside 
New Zealand. With your support, Council can 
avoid significant increase in the cost of refuse and 
recycling. Council has prepared an information 
sheet that shows what can be recycled and how 
to minimise waste.  

This information is available at 
https://bullerdc.govt.nz/recycling-refuse-in-
buller/ .  

For further information please contact:  
Juliana Ruiz  
juliana.ruiz@bdc.govt.nz 
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